
HAVE YOUR VOICE HEARD…
 
YOUTH VOICES is a statewide group of  high schools students who created the Ohio Youth Agenda, communicated 
that agenda to leaders who make policy, and develop innovative ways to improve race relations among students 
across Ohio.  Students in over 30 high schools have been active with Youth Voices in just the last year.
 
Check out what we have done and what we plan to do and if  you are interested complete the information at the 
bottom of  this page.
 
YOUTH VOICES-2007

 
FEBRUARY-  students from across Ohio created the 2007 Ohio Youth Agenda aimed at making 
changes for educational and economic success.

MARCH- Students met with Ohio First Lady Frances Strickland and other top staff  from Governor 
Strickland’s office to support the Youth Agenda.

APRIL-Students testified before the Ohio House of  Representatives and wrote and edited their 
statewide newspaper, the Young Ohioan.

MAY-Students engaged in urban/rural school visits.

JULY- The Governor’s representative listened to Youth Voices and included the idea of  peer leadership 
to prevent drop outs in her plan to increase high school graduation rates.

SEPTEMBER-NOVEMBER- Student organizers listened to students as they charted the progress 
of  the Youth Agenda at their high school.  New topics in the area of  thriving in a multicultural society, 
a realistic OGT, helping students in jail, and improving teaching were added for the Youth Agenda 
conference.

DECEMBER- Over 175 students lead the Youth Agenda conference where they created the 2008 
Ohio Youth Agenda.
 

YOUTH VOICES-2008
 

JANUARY-Students registered over 3,000 
new high school students as part of  Youth 
Voices’ No Vote, No Voice Voter registration 
campaign.  That campaign received front 
page news coverage in Cleveland, Athens, 
Columbus, and Marietta.

FEBRUARY- Youth Voices held Youth 
Agenda forums with candidates in 
contested primaries for Congress and State 
Representative.

MARCH THROUGH MAY- Students 
researched components within the Youth 
Agenda and then will meet with policy 
makers in the Ohio General Assembly, 
Governor Strickland’s staff, and other 
state wide leaders.  Students will also begin 
urban/rural/suburban school visits.

KEEP IN TOUCH WITH YOUTH VOICES
 
Youth Voices is setting up Internet communication among supporters of  the Ohio Youth Agenda.  Look at the 
2008 Ohio Youth Agenda on the back of  this page and then complete the information below to stay connected.
 
I support the 2008 Ohio Youth Agenda  Name____________________________________School______________________________
 
Person who gave you this information Name____________________________________School______________________________
 
Contact information for statewide connection
 
Email_________________________________________________________________Year you will graduate____________________
  
(Please give this information to the contact person in your school or email to Daniel Ortiz at  daniel.g.ortiz@gmail.com)

These students were part of the 175 students who attended 
the Youth Agenda Conference to create the 2008 Ohio Youth 
Agenda.
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